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Music Policy 20-21
Introduction
Music has for a long time, been an integral part of the Margaret Roper Catholic Primary School community. It has provided opportunities to thank God for all the talents he has bestowed upon us as we come together through praise and worship.  

We are fully committed to celebrating one of the highest forms of creativity (DFE) which engages and inspires our children (DFE) and equips them with the skills required to best prepare them for the next steps in their education once they move on. 

What Music currently looks like at our school

Music has a positive impact on well being and teaches children vital life skills. It improves self- esteem, discipline, and patience as well as academic and social skills (unknown)

Through Music, we, at Margaret Roper Catholic Primary School pride ourselves in ensuring that our children have the opportunities to develop these skills both within our school environment but also in the wider community.  

Our children are given opportunities to learn a musical instrument from as early as 5 years old and develop their musicianship as many decide to learn an additional instrument as they move further up the school. Annually, we host an Arts Evening where these children can perform to an audience in addition to masses and less formal performances in assemblies. Our children can read music and act accordingly when playing in front of an audience. 

Our aims for teaching Music

In line with the National Curriculum, we aim to ensure all our children can: 

· perform, listen to, review, and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

· learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

· understand and explore how music is created, produced, and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations

In order to help us achieve this, we separate this further into Key Stages. 

 At Key Stage 1 children are taught to: 

· use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

· play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

· listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

· experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music

At Key Stage 2 children are taught to:

· sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. 

· develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 

· play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

· improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

· use and understand staff and other musical notations 

· appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

· develop an understanding of the history of music.

Music curriculum at our school

At present, we are waiting to implement Charanga, a Music Scheme of Work which will be initially taught to Junior classes, with the proposal of introducing it to KS1 and Early Years. Fortunately, due to the nature of this subject, there are already many cross-curricular links which enable our children to learn about different aspects of music, in particular, English and History. Where possible, teachers are already making these links evident to our children through different topics. 
Opportunities for our children 

Margaret Roper’s school choir is offered to children from Years 2-6 and is ever growing. As stated in the NC, although extra-curricular, it provides children with opportunities to ‘learn to sing’ and ‘perform…music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions including the works of great composers and musicians’. Furthermore, opportunities to perform at school invents including our annual Carol service, School fayres and Arts Evenings, enable our children’s self-confidence and sense of achievement (DFE) to soar. 
Enrichment and Cultural Capital 

At Margaret Roper, we celebrate diversity, not only in our school community but also the wider community and world as a whole. Through the children’s experience of Music, we aim to ensure our children’s personal, social, physical, spiritual, moral, and cultural knowledge is continually expanding and educating them the importance of and how to appreciate others.
Resources 

There are various resources available to our children to ensure they have an enriching musical experience at whilst at Margaret Roper. These include musical instruments from the four main sections of the orchestra: strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion. There are also local organisations including Croydon Music and Arts (CMA) who not only offer Perry lesson to our children but also organise events for our children to attend. 
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