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Summary of key findings

Overall effectiveness 2
The overall quality of Catholic education provided by the school

Catholic life and mission (p.3) 1

How faithfully the school responds to the call to live as a Catholic community
at the service of the Church's educational mission

Religious education (p.5) 2
The quality of curriculum religious education RE

Collective worship (p.7) 1 -
The quality and range of liturgy and prayer provided by the school

The school is fully compliant with the general norms for religious education laid down by the Bishops’ Conference Yes _|
The school is fully compliant with any additional requirements of the diocesan bishop Yes _|
The school has responded to the areas for improvement from the last inspection Ful Iy —

This Catholic Schools Inspectorate inspection was carried out under canons 804 & 806 of the code of canon law. For
maintained schools and academies in England it fulfils the statutory requirements of 5.48 of the Education Act 2005. For
maintained schools and academies in Wales it fulfils the statutory requirements of s.50 of the Education Act 2005.
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What the school does well

e The school is a welcoming community where every pupil feels known, valued and safe.
This fosters genuine caring relationships.

e The school's mission is clearly understood and lived by the whole community, creating
a highly positive learning environment rooted in the school’'s commitment to 'Caring,
learning, and achieving together as part of God's family'.

e Pupils’ behaviour in lessons is exemplary, creating a calm and purposeful atmosphere
in every classroom that enables all to flourish academically and spiritually.

e Pupils experience and confidently engage in a range of ways of praying across the
school, including silence, meditation and quiet prayer, which deepens their spiritual
growth and relationship with God.

What the school needs to improve

e Provide more consistent opportunities for pupils to develop independence and
creativity in their learning so that they deepen their thinking and make stronger
progress.

e Ensure feedback consistently helps pupils deepen their understanding and supports
them in making further progress in their learning.

e Give pupilsin all year groups the opportunity to be involved in planning, leading and
evaluating prayer and liturgy throughout the school.
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Catholic life and mission

How faithfully the school responds to the call to live as a Catholic community at the service of the
Church’s educational mission.

Catholic life and mission key judgement grade 1

Pupil outcomes 1 H

The extent to which pupils contribute to and benefit from the Catholic life and
mission of the school

Provision 1
The quality of provision for the Catholic life and mission of the school

Leadership 1 L
How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision for
the Catholic life and mission of the school

The Catholic life and mission at Margaret Roper is evident in all aspects of school life from the
moment you enter the school. Positive relationships at all levels are built on mutual respect
and love. Parents recognise that the Catholic character of the school permeates all aspects of
school life through thoughtfulness, care and lived Gospel values. There is a strong
commitment to Catholic social teaching, evident in the values all pupils display and a shared
belief that it teaches the qualities to help people “be the best they can be” as described by
many children. Pupils appreciate everyone in their community and have a strong sense of
respect for other faiths. Pupils proudly state that they celebrate many different cultures, such
as Judaism and Islam but also know their part in the Catholic tradition. Pupils take a proactive
role in charitable activities, including supporting the Reedham Children’s Trust and the
Catholic Children’s Society. Their behaviour is exemplary in both lessons and throughout the
school, demonstrating profound respect for their personal dignity and that of others. Pupils
are proud of the numerous roles they actively participate in, especially Faith Chaplains and
members of the School Council.

The school's mission, 'Caring, learning, and achieving together as part of God's family', is
rooted in the ethos of the school. Pupils can articulate what it means to them and how to live
it out in their lives. The entire school is a showcase of its mission and values. The 'Fr. Salmon
Garden' is inspiring and provides regular opportunities for pupils and staff to engage in
prayer and reflection. Staff provide the highest levels of pastoral care for pupils and are
exemplary role models. The high quality of artwork and displays in corridors and shared
areas, contribute to pupils’ formation and provide a continual sign of the Catholic character of
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the school. The provision of relationships, sex and health education (RSHE) is carefully
planned and mapped out, in line with diocesan requirements. Staff have worked hard to
promote strong links with other schools and the parish. The school maintains a thriving
partnership with the parish priest and there are successful strategies for engaging parents in
school life. This is very evident in parental surveys, which are overwhelmingly positive and
supportive. One parent commented, “The school do a brilliant job of embedding Catholicism
into teaching”.

Leaders and governors are deeply committed to ensuring that Christ is at the centre of all
their work and to developing the Catholic faith life of the pupils in their care. Governors are
actively involved in the life of the school and are ambitious for the school. They visit regularly
and the link governor meets with the subject leaders ensuring that religious education
remains central to the life of the school. Leaders and governors engage with the diocese,
participating in the services they offer. Policies and practices are fully in place, which prioritise
Catholic life and mission, and are interwoven across all subjects. Seamless cross-curricular
links between religious education and Personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE)
enable pupils to confidently articulate how religious teachings, such as those on charity and
kindness, reflect the school's core values of inclusion and friendship. This is evident in
playground behaviour where pupils make direct links between their lessons and the inclusivity
of how they treat others on the playground.
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Religious education

How faithfully the school responds to the call to live as a Catholic community at the service of the
Church’s educational mission.

Religious education key judgement grade 2

Pupil outcomes 2
How well pupils achieve and enjoy their learning in religious education

Provision 2
The quality of teaching, learning, and assessment in religious education

Leadership 2 |
How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision for
religious education

Pupils at Margaret Roper are polite, well-mannered and respectful. They work purposefully in
lessons due to teachers’ high expectations and, over time, develop strong subject knowledge,
understanding and skills, achieving in line with other core subjects. Most pupils are religiously
literacy and can articulate religious ideas, reflecting spiritually and thinking ethically and
theologically. Pupils are not always able to explain what they need to do to improve their
work and would benefit from more specific feedback and greater challenge. The majority of
pupils are adept at relating learning in lessons to their own lives, whilst also making
connections with previously studied scripture, meaning they clearly understand how to be a
disciple of Christ. Pupils take pride in their learning, demonstrated through the high quality
and presentation of their work. As a Year 6 pupils proudly stated, “Our books should be ready
to share with the Lord”. Pupils indicate that they find religious education particularly
enjoyable and engaging when they are provided with creative activities such as art. However,
opportunities to develop creativity and independent learning are not yet consistent. Pupils
can articulate how visitors and enrichment activities, that have been planned for them,
influence their ideas and understanding, exemplified by a visit from Missionary Priests.

Teachers are confident in their knowledge and have a good understanding of how pupils
learn. They are committed to the value of religious education and communicate this
effectively to their pupils. Although planning has improved, marking and assessment are not
yet consistently aligned to support pupils’ learning effectively. Effort with learning is
celebrated and pupils are motivated to do well. Pupils make good progress in lessons,
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particularly when adults support learning with precise feedback and questioning. Pupils with
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are supported very well to achieve in line
with their peers. There were good examples of pupil knowledge being challenged and
extended across key stage two with reference to the use of scripture and its relevance to their
lives. Inspectors observed many pupils using paired talk to develop and clarify understanding.
However, tasks are not consistently adapted to provide sufficient challenge, particularly for
the most able pupils. Where teachers use creative approaches to learning, pupils respond
with enthusiasm. Additional adults are utilised effectively to enhance the learning of most
pupils, which enables pupils with additional needs to be fully engaged.

Leaders and governors ensure that the school curriculum for religious education is a faithful
expression of the Religious Education Curriculum Directory. They are highly knowledgeable
and understand the needs of the community and offer support and challenge through
established self-evaluation processes. The school uses the ‘Come and See’ programme to
deliver the curriculum and has clear plans to roll out the new Religious Education Directory
(RED) across the school from September. Provision for religious education is comparable to
other subjects in terms of professional development, resourcing, staffing and
accommodation. Targeted professional development has prepared many teachers well for the
implementation of the new RED and staff are particularly complimentary about the support
they receive, both formally and informally, from the subject leaders who use their
collaborative approach to strengthen classroom practice. Consequently, teaching is good
overall. The school successfully enhances the curriculum with a range of enrichment activities
and visitors that captivates pupils’ interests that leads them to putting their faith into action.
Leaders are developing further enrichment and reflection opportunities to challenge and
deepen pupils thinking.
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Collective worship

The quality and range of liturgy and prayer provided by the school.

Collective worship key judgement grade 1

Pupil outcomes 1
How well pupils participate in and respond to the school's collective worship

Provision 1
The quality of collective worship provided by the school

Leadership 2
How well leaders and governors promote, monitor and evaluate the provision for
collective worship

Pupils are fully engaged in prayer and liturgy opportunities, and this is central to daily life at
Margaret Roper. The prayer opportunities are engaging, inclusive and lead pupils to respond
wholeheartedly and reverently. As the whole school community gathers, there is a sense of
stillness and peace that reflects a deep commitment to prayer, enabling pupils of all ages to
grow in faith and reflect on how they can live out Jesus’ mission. Pupils clearly understand the
rhythm of the liturgical year and minister with impressive confidence and poise. Whether
leading worship, reading scripture, or serving at Mass, they are not simply reading from a
script. They bring a calm, reverent presence and an authentic sense of respect to their roles,
which reflects the steady guidance they receive over time. Pupils work collaboratively with
their teachers to plan and lead meaningful celebrations of the word. The influence of prayer
on school life is profound. Pupils participate with reverence, reflect in silence and join in
joyfully with communal singing. They recognise that worship is inclusive and welcoming to all.

The importance of well-planned prayer and liturgy is clear across a range of evidence sources.
Daily assemblies and prayer are reverent and respectful, are naturally embedded into the
school life, and reflect the liturgical year. Scripture passages, art and visual images are
thoughtfully selected to ensure that all involved can actively participate and grow in faith. The
school offers a range of liturgies throughout the year, including Marion Way and a
Remembrance Service, which are well supported by the community. There are regular
opportunities throughout the year to celebrate Mass, with the parish priest visiting the school
frequently. Staff are fully committed and are inspiring role models of practice. They are skilled
and well supported by their leaders. Prayer spaces around the school support creative and
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imaginative use. The focus for worship tables in classrooms are owned and cherished by
pupils. Families are welcomed regularly to join in the prayer life of the school, and this is
greatly appreciated by the whole school community.

Leaders provide staff with a clear plan of themes and resources for prayer and liturgy that are
carefully formulated and fit for purpose. This enables their deeper understanding of the
importance of prayer and liturgy. Staff are well supported to plan and lead provision that is
engaging, accessible and relevant to pupils. Staff have received recent training from the
diocese on powerful leadership of prayer and how the gift of meditation enhances the
effective delivery of worship experiences for pupils. However, further professional
development opportunities would ensure greater consistency of approach across the school,
developing a shared understanding of the most effective ways to plan, lead and evaluate rich
and meaningful prayer and liturgy. Leaders regularly review the quality and impact of prayer
and liturgy as a part of the school's cycle of self-evaluation. They already recognise that the
next step in this journey is the professional development of staff and the sharing of strong
practice. Key times in the liturgical year are carefully planned to include visits to the parish
church and school-based liturgies. This ensures that opportunities to celebrate the Eucharist
are offered to the school community at key points in the liturgical year. Leaders and
governors regularly evaluate the school cycle of planned improvements to ensure that prayer
and liturgy is prioritised when setting budgets and allocating resources.
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Information about the school

Full name of school Margaret Roper Catholic Primary School

School unique reference number (URN) 101797
School DfE Number (LAESTAB) 3063404

Russell Hill Road, Purley, CR8 2XP
02086600115

Mr Dermot Mooney

Ms Cindy Piper, Ms Michelle Stevens
www.margaretroper.croydon.sch.uk
Diocesan

Primary

Voluntary Aided School

Non Selective

4-11

Mixed

08 October 2019

Outstanding

The Inspection Team

Jonathan Shields Lead

Michelle Wilson

Key to grade judgements

England
1 Qutstanding Excellent

2 Good Good

3 Requires improvement Adequate and requires improvement

4 Inadequate Unsatisfactory and in need of urgent improvement
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